
The following comments are in support of the passing of  

S.B. No. 11 AN ACT CONCERNING THE RELIABILITY, SUSTAINABILITY AND 
ECONOMIC VITALITY OF THE STATE'S WASTE MANAGEMENT SYSTEM.  (ENV) 

And  

 H.B. No. 5340 (RAISED) AN ACT CONCERNING THE MODERNIZATION OF THE 
CONNECTICUT BOTTLE REDEMPTION PROGRAM.  (ENV) 

 

My name – Francis Brady of 108 Genesee Lane, Madison CT.  

I am the former Chairman of Madison’s Conservation Commission and current Chairman 
of BYO Madison, a local grass roots organization fighting to reduce our use of Single 
Use Plastics and improve recycling to help protect our Shoreline community.  

Dear Lawmakers – A logical question to ask on raising the redemption rate from 5 to 10 
cents is “will it make a difference”? I know you have heard about the success of Oregon 
when they increased their redemption cost from $0.05 to $0.10 per container, but I 
thought it would be good for you to read it direct from a reputable local news source – 
Oregon National Public Radio. Here is their report from last year on the program’s 
success. This too can happen here in Connecticut. It’s common sense. It will help 
redemption sites maintain and expand collection equipment. 

https://www.npr.org/sections/thesalt/2019/02/04/688656261/oregon-bottle-deposit-system-hits-90-
percent-redemption-rate 
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Oregon's bottle deposit system is recycling more containers than ever before despite major disruptions 
in global recycling markets. 

Last year, Oregon recycled 90 percent of the beverage containers covered by its bottle deposit system. 
The rate has jumped from 64 percent just two years ago, and the total number of bottles recycled 
reached an all-time high of 2 billion in 2018. 
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"That's a really interesting thing given how much change is happening in recycling markets right now," 
said Joel Schoening with the Oregon Beverage Recycling Cooperative, which runs the state's bottle 
deposit system. 
 
Schoening said the program isn't suffering from the same problems as curbside recycling. 

"Because we deal only in glass, plastic and aluminum with very few exceptions, we have a very clean 
recycling product," he said, "which makes it easier to sell and recycle domestically." 

The new numbers reflect the recent expansion of the program to include more types of beverage 
containers, including energy and sports drinks, tea, coffee and kombucha, as well as an increase 
in the deposit value from 5 cents to 10 cents. 

In 2018, the program also saw a 50 percent increase in sign-ups for the BottleDrop service that allows 
consumers to drop off their bottles to be counted and credited to their accounts. According to OBRC, 
more than 300,000 Oregonians now have BottleDrop accounts. 
Peter Spendelow, a natural resource specialist with the Oregon Department of Environmental Quality, 
said the bottle deposit program is helping the state keep its recycling rate up even as some recycling 
companies across the state are having to send some of their recyclables to landfills for lack of buyers. 
 
"We can see good increases in aluminum, glass and rigid plastic containers — three materials that are 
dominated by the bottle deposit system," Spendelow said. 

In 2017, China — the world's largest buyer of recyclables — severely restricted the amount of recyclable 
material it allows into the country because commingled recycling shipments had too much 
nonrecyclable trash in them. That left recycling companies with a much smaller market for recyclable 
material.  
 
Spendelow said the bottle deposit system benefits from a cleaner mix of recyclable materials than 
curbside programs. 

"People do not put coffee cups in when they return their bottles through the redemption center," he said, 
"whereas you do see those in curbside bins." 

Spendelow said the success of the bottle deposit system proves that deposits can work as an incentive 
for proper recycling, but it isn't the solution for everything that's going in curbside bins. 

This story comes to us from member station Oregon Public Broadcasting. 
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